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the highland forests in Malaysia, including inappropriate road building and 
excessive highland resort development. Excessive clearing of forests leads to the 
siltation of rivers and contamination of the water supply. Forest clearance has 
resulted in frequent occurrences of soil erosion and landslides. The quality of 
water will gradually deteriorate due to siltation and pollution from the 
construction work of the highland roads. Poorly constructed roads contribute to 
soil erosion and water pollution.  

"Forests for Water, Water for Life" 

WWF Malaysia has set up an action programme called "Forests for Water, Water 
for Life" (FWWL) to raise awareness of the importance of forests as water 
catchment areas with the ultimate goal of changing the way Malaysians think 
about, use and manage water. 

Action programme 

"Forests for Water, Water for Life" will embark on a step by step approach to 
heighten awareness, promote action and sustain long term efforts in proper 
forest and water management in the following ways: 

Elaborating the Vision – bringing vital information to the public so that they know 
what problems they face and what the potential solutions are. 

Policy Development and Advocacy – upgrading current environmental policies 
and steering relevant authorities to activate necessary procedures, rules and 
regulations.  

Building Human Resource Expertise – creating more career opportunities in 
conservation work, thus addressing a critical lack of expertise in the field.  

Model Field Projects – using actual critical areas as models to showcase the 
proper management of river systems and promote site protection.  

Community Development – promoting and supporting sustainable community use
of freshwater resources. 

Field Education - enhancing and establishing long term nature education 
operations with emphasis on freshwater issues. 

Building Public Demand – enhancing public awareness and attitude on overall 
water crisis issues and related aspects.  

Successful campaigning 

The "Forests for Water, Water for Life" campaign is effective because it 
continually reinforces the message about the link between forests and water, and 
water and life.  

• A radio station in Kuala Lumpur City broadcasts the Water Song by 
Sharizan which describes in the lyrics the relationship between forests and
water. Once the song has finished, there is a discussion on the radio 
about the importance of water.  

• A campaign team travels the country with a mobile education unit, visiting
schools to inform children about the value of their environment and the 
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