


All the plants grown will provide food, fodder, medicine and wood.  

The Niger River  

The Niger river and its banks are also being engulfed by sand. Channels which 
used to take boats up to Timbuktu (about 20 kilometres away) are dry even in 
the current wet season when the river is at its highest. With the Niger under 
threat from the encroaching sand, the fertile green land beyond its banks which 
provides a living for thousands of people is also in danger of becoming covered 
by sand. Dune fixing needs to be started along the banks of the Niger in order 
to save and reclaim the valuable pasture land.  

In 1997, a group of women began a project to plant trees on their island of 
Iloa. They have been planting fruit trees which means that fruit is being 
produced in the region that has not been grown there before. The trees also 
form a protective barrier between the desert and the rice fields of the Niger 
basin. The Ministry for Water and Forests recognised the importance of the 
women’s work and helped them by providing some tools, seedlings and a water 
pump.  

Projects  

• 642 hectares have had a combination of mechanical and biological 
fixings.  

• 2850 hectares have had pure biological fixings using wood seed and 
sown cereal.  

• 902 hectares of listed forests of palm nut seed, acacia and acorn seed 
have been restored.  

• 10 forests close to the 10 villages involved have had the natural 
regeneration of palm improved and protected.  

• 170 hectares of fruit tree orchard have been planted.  
• 147 hectares of windbreaks have been planted.  
• 131 hectares of hedges have been planted.  
• 510 hectares of commercial wood have been planted.  
• Nearly 2 million saplings have been produced in nurseries.  
• 15 listed forests have been marked out.  

With biological and mechanical fixing in operation, the people of Timbuktu and 
its surrounding areas are managing to keep the invading sand from the Sahara 
at bay.  

For further information, please contact:  

Niarga Keita,  
Project pour la 
lutte Contre 
l’Ensablement 
(PLCE)

UNESCO,  
7 Place de Fontenoy 75352,  
Paris 07,  
FRANCE.  
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